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5 E following Letter was ſent to me, 
"14th of December laſ?, and the Cha- 
racters and Accidents therein are not made 
up of fiftitious and fabulous Tales, but they 
are compoſed of clear Matter of Fact, :ranſ- 
acded not in a diſtant Age, but an Intreague 
of the laſt Tear, brought to its height the 12. 
of July. 730 . 


NOT only my ſelf, but above an Hundred 
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Gentlemen and Ladies have ſeen Floria's 4 
Original Letters, and we have very good 7 

'VE 
Proofs of every Matter and Thing hereafter 


2 e 


alleged: But I ſtall give the Reader ome 
Reaſons, why this was publiſhed in this man- 
ner. i OW 


THE Firſt is, That Hortarius and his 
Wite have not been wanting to back their 
former Abuſes to my Friend in ſeveral De- 
grees, bat particularly, they have given an 
extenſive Freedom to their Tongues , and 
privately aad clandleſtinely have traduc'd and 
reflected upon him in ſuch a manner, that his 
R-patation calls for a publick Defence, ther 
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Toothe Reader. 
All confidently aſſert, They never gave him 
Eucburugement, hut upon Terms, and with the 
moſt hardned Hſſurance have declared him a 
Cheat and Impoſture with ſeveral other 
Stories they haue trimm'd ap for their 
purpoſe, which have already ( not a little) 
prejudic'd hime Soit is high time to ſtop the 
Current of their Malice, and oppoſe their 
Fury with naked Truth ; for all the. Reports 
they with ſuch Zeal have ſpread abroad, 
were form'd with aDeſien to cover and ſcreen 
their unpreſidented Actions, and to Cheat 
the World into a good Opinion of a People, 
That every Man who has any regard for his 
Wellfare and Repute ought to ſhun and a- 


7 HE Second Reaſon is laid down as tothe 
Act ie ſelf, which, without doubt, ſhould it 
be frequently praftis d, might prove as E- 
pidemical as a Peſlilence: For thoſe Females 
who'are yet in a State of Innocency, will be 
apt to take the ſame Meaſures, if they have 
but a Poſſibility of Practiſing with Succeſs ; 
therefore it ought to be deleted; becauſe a 
Prejudice may accrue to hoth Sexes therely, 
Such Ladies aud Gentlewomen, who are Mis 
ftreſſes of the ftrifleſt Honeſty, Honour 2d 
Vertue muſt deſpiſe and atominate a Kae, 
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„ 
To the Reader. 
. 1 p _—_ 


cal Coquet; becauſe ſome Gentlemen bh] 


uſed" (if ever there was a Precedent of it) 
in their Warmth and Heat of Reſentment 
may be apt to reflect upon the whole, and 
injurionſly load the moſt deſerving and ine- 
ſtimable Part of Womankind with the Crimes 
of ore who has ſpent. Tears in abuſing that 
Charafer , which all Women, who have the 
leaſt value for themſelves, ought by their 
Actions to ſupport and defend. © © 
AS to the ill Conſequences that may at- 
tend the innocent, undeſigning Part of Man» 
kind, we need not ſearch Hiſtory for Pre- 
cedents ; for if a Woman may be allom d to 
give Encouragement to any Man, carry on the 
Amour with Promiſes and Aſſurances of 
Love and Affection, nay come even to the 
Church- door, yet upon more advantagious 
Propoſals, careleſiy and unconcernedly make 

void ber former Promiſes , and abuſe him, 
if he inſiſts upon his Right, 7: may Prove 
a fatal Practice; ſuchUſage having caus d the 


/ Rain of many worthy Gentlemen, both in 


regard to their Perfons and Fortunes; ſome 
have been put under the moſt diſtracted 
Circumſtances ; others upon ſuch Extrava- 
gancies, as have never ended but with their 
Fortunes aud Eſtates; and many upon this 
occaſion have left their Nell. Being, their beft 

6 Friends, 
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Ty To the Reader. 
Friends, and their Native Soil, to rub out 
the Remainder of their Days in a Savage 


1 Country; for every Man has not the Con- 
5 duct 7o retrieve himſelf : But allowing, that 
ſome are Maſters of ſo much Reaſon, to Con- 
ö quer their Paſſion , and forceably reduce 
themſelves y to their former Tranquility 


aud Peace; yet is that Eaſe all owing to their 
own Conduct, and the Woman is equally 
guilty, as if they had miſcarryed, and been 


a#ndone. 


. THE Action (as it appears in the fol- 
lowing Sheets) is ſo uncommon and vile, That 
it will call any Bodys Reputation in queſtion, 

who ſhould appear in the Juſtification of it. 
| Such Actions as this (7 ſay) ſhould they be- 
| come common, would give ſufficient Rea- 
ſons for the moſt deſerving Pari of Woman. 
kind, to wiſh there was a Mark of Diſtin{li- 
on ſo viſible, That every Foneft Man might 
be aſſured to pitch upon One, as retains her 
Primitive Honour aud Honeſty, free from 
that Mixture and Allay of the moſt Modern 
Deception an# Fallacy : For *:is morally 
imposſible any Man can be ſecure of his Safe- 
ty, if every Woman ſhall think her ſelf cut 


i of the reach of Reſentment, and have a Ge. 
* neral Diſpenſation. If ſhe Entertains as 
ij wary Men as ſhe pleaſes, Encourages em 


firſt, 


* 


th 


IN 
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and Deſerving Females is my Sentiment of 
the Matter. „„ 


AS to the following Letter, it was wrote 
in the Month after my Friend had received 
Floria's Final Anſwer, and had reſolved up- 
on uo Account (ever after) to have any Con- 
cern with, or ſhew the leaſt reſpect either to 

-Floria, or any of that Family : But how a 
Man of Spirit could expreſs himſelf in ſuch 
{weer Turns of Affection to a Woman, who 
had treated him with ſuch Indecency and 
Abuſe, I cannot conceive; for ſurely any 
Man, but himſelf, who had been ſo Brutal- 
ly handled, and Maſter of his Qualificati- 
ons, would not have dropt ſo Noble and Im- 
proveable a Subject; but rather have made 
4 Preſent of it to the Mules. 
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To the > Reader. 
BUT as it came to my Hands, 1 Pub- 
liſh it to the World; and as it was wrote in 
haſte by a private Perſons aud not then de- 
ud. to appear in this Order, I ſhall only 

ay, That par jt wants. in Eloquence, il has 
in. „Truth and upon a ander Occaſſon, we 
e aParticulars, % way of Exexa 
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che firſt rank of his Friends, to offer any Ex- 
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Leondin Coquet, Gr. 


Treating of a true Intrigue betwixt a 
Gentleman and Gentlewoman of this 
City, within theſe twelve Months; with 
ſeveral Letters that paſt between thi a. 
Sent in a Letter to a Friend in the Coun- 
BF e 
N Rl EE: 

| 44 I have given you the greateſt Reaſons 
to ſignify your diſpleaſure for by break- 
ing off a Correſpondence, which J ought to 
have ſet the moſt intrinſick value upon: But 
ſince Men are not always Maſters of their 
Wills, being obliged to ſubmit to Viceſſitudes, 
occaſion'd by Frailties that attend Humane Na- 


ture, or ſometimes according as the hand of 


„ 
This indeed might be a juſtifiable excuſe, 
were it us'd at ſome certain junctures, but it 
would carry an Air of Banter and Deception 
along with it; ſhould I ſhew that diſregard 
to a Judgment ſo diſcerning and in the poſſeſſi- 
on of a Gentleman, who has always ſet me in 


chance throws buſineſs in their way they may 


l | 


cuſe 


„ 
cuſe for Six Months Silence after receiving fo 
many engaging and reſpectful Letters from 
your hand. , | ; 
l have no other way (Sir) to clear my ſelf 
from the ſuſpition . of Ingratitude, but by 
ſending you this flender Account of what 1 
have been taken up with, ſince the 27th of May 
laſt, from which as I take it you date my 
Neglect. ; 1 
You know (Sir) there is a darling Paſſion 
which all Mankind at one time or another 
Eſpouſe and Cheriſh, tho? there is nothing. 
upon Earth fo enormous and deteſtible, but 
Love has been the occaſion of it: It ſeldom 
miſſes deftroying of our Reaſon, and puts 
us upon a Million of Abſurdities, it ſteals 
upon us by degrees, and there are but few 
Objects that can effect the Soul, which don't 
give it birth : Tis the powerful and pleaſing 
bond of Human Society, without it there would 
be no Families, no Kingdoms, and yet on the 
other hand, we read of an Alexander that ſacrifi- 
ced a whole City to the Smiles of his Miſtreſs: 
Anthony diſputed with Cæſar for the Empire 
of the orldiyet choſe rather to be overthrown 
at Aclium, than to be abſent from Cleopatra's 
Arms. And Sacred Hiſtory tells us of the good 
King and Prophet David, who ( notwith- 
ſtanding he was a Man fam'd for Proweſs as 
well as Piety) yet he baſely injur'd Uriah, the 
more freely to eajoy the Lovely Adultreſs. 
But (Sir) the Fire is pure in it ſelf, 'tis the 
matter that ſends up all the Offenſive Clouds 
of Smoak, and if Nature were not deprav'd, 
Love would not cauſe theſe d iſorders, "twould : 
<. - 418452 3-845 * e 124 dt 
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not mix Poyſon with Wine to deſtroy a Rival, 
and thro? a Sea of Blood wade to its Object: 
Love is the moſt formidable Enemy a Wiſe 
Man can have, and is the only Paſſion againſt 
which he has no defence, if anger ſurprize 


him, it laſts not long, for the ſame Minute con- 


cludes as commenc'd it, if by a ſlower Fire it 
boyls, he prevents its running over. But 
Love ſteals ſo ſecretly and ſweetly with all 
into every corner of our Hearts, that it's ab- 
ſolute Maſter before we can perceive it, when 
once we diſcoyer it we are quite unman'd, he 
triumphs over our Wiſdom, Captivates our 
Reaſon, and makes em both his Vaſſals to 
maintain his Tyranny. 3 
The firſt wound Beauty makes is almoſt in- 
fenſihle, and tho' the Poyſon ſpreads thro? eve- 
ry part, we can hardly perceive we are in 
danger; at firſt we are only pleas'd with 
feeing the Perſon, or talking of them, affecting 
a Complaiſance for all they ſay or do. The 
very thinking of them is charming, and the 
deſires we have are ſo innocent, that no Phi- 
loſopher could be ſo rigid as to condemn us. 
Hitherto *tis well, but 'tis hardly Love for 
that like a Bee, forteits its name if it has no 


Sting, but alas the lurking Fire quickly burſts 


out, and that pleaſing Idea which repreſented. 
it ſelf ſo ſweerly and ſo reſpectfully to us the 
moment before, now inſolently intrudes up- 


on our moſt ſerious thoughts, nay Perfidi- 


ouſly betrays us in our very Sleep it ſelf, ſome- 
times appearing haughty and ſcornful, ſome- 


times yeilding and kind, and that when there 


is no reaſon for either. | 
| B 2 The 


0} * 4 
The Infant Paſſion is now become; a crue 
Father of all other Paſſions, for he has nao ſoo- 
ner given birth to one, but he ſtifles it to 
make room for another, whoſe Fate is the ſame, 
and deſtroy'd the next moment its born, Hope 
and Deſpair, Joy and Sorow, Rage and Fear 
ec »mfͥ ß a et, 
Now (Sir), it ſurprizes me, for that moſt 
or all Men (as I aid before) have been fenſible 
of this Paſſion, yet they don't readily on it, 
or at leaſt ſeem very unwilling, when once 
their more indulgent Fate has put a Period to 
their PASSION. As for my own, parti- 
cular I ſhall (and it's the leaſt thing that! 
can do to make you amends) gratify your Cu- 
rioſity, Il am not inſenſible the 9 has 
been related with the molt Provobing Partiali- 


ty, and to vindicate my ſelf to you and the 


Teſt of my Friends; you ſhall be informed of 
ſach Particulars as may be neceſſary for my 
RS eats ar Leg 

We have in Town. various ways to dispoſe 
of our time, ſome part of it Buſineſs lays 
claim to, and the remainder we give up to 
thoſe Exerciſes or Diver ſions that are moſt 


agreeable to our Fancies and concurrent with 


our Inclinations, you know (Sir) we always 
admir'd walking abroad in ſeaſonable Wea- 
ther, when time would permit, and either 
pick d out ſome Author for our Companion, 
or choſe ſuch a Retirement as might furniſh 


us with matter for Contemplation, of which 


kind the Country affords. many; but Weſt- 
ninſler can boaſt of one, that's not to be Ri- 
vald by the Univerſe; for it will puzzle the 

..... 


* 


N 
greatcſt Geographer to Parallel it, eſpecially if 
you ſaw the BEAUTIES that daily adorn 
it, Beauties which deu't want Art to recom- 
mend 'em nor make the leaſt Addition to their 
Charms. In . of Ladies, *twas no 

reat wonder if a Heart that was ſuſceptible 
oui find an Ohject worthy of its Aſſiduities : 
The Number of thoſe Charmers might have 
ſtagger'd any Man's Reſolution, and the Great- 
neſs of the Variety might likewiſe have ob- 
ſtructed the Freedom of one's wiſhes for to con- 
feſs the Truth; an unbyaſs d mind could not 
readily determine which of all thoſe Lovely 
Creatures ought to be poſt pond. 


1 
* 


But as the moſt perfect that ever was, could 
not engage all Hearts to be hers, ſo I pitch'd 
at length upon the Lovely FL OR IA, I don't 
ſay the luſtre of her Eyes, the exactneſs of 
her Features, the Nobleneſs of her Deport- 
nient, or the readineſs of her Wit were ſy- 
periour to. that of the other Ladies, yet I confeſs 
found ſomething in her that was my wonder 
and delight, I check'd my growing Inclinati- 
ons, but I ſoon found it too powerful to re- 
fiſt, for the Commencements of Love are ſo 
very tempting , that we muſt renounce being 

Men to baniſh ſo agreeable a Paſſion. | 
As I did adwire her above all the reſt, you 
may readily Conjecture that I was very Unea- 
1y*till Methods were concerted to get a Letter 
to her hands. You may perhaps object and 
ſay you wonder I ſhould be ſo much in Love 
with Hloria, and never convers'd with her, to 
which I anſwer, that an unfeigned Affection 
is without foreſight , and dictates more to us 
in 


. 5 „63 . 
in one Moment than all the Wit and Invention 
of Man can ſuggeſt in an Age. © 

Floria had nothing could diſpleaſe, ſne was 
comely, in the bloom of Youth, and of an In- 
comparable Wit, ſo apprehending to be a Lo- 

fer if Talter'd, I devered my ſelf entirely to 
her, and ſeat her the following Letter. 
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Ithout doubt the Receipt hereof may in ſome 
meaſure ſurprize you, hut being "twas the only 
means could uſe to make my Affectiontnomn to you, 
I hope it brings its Excuſe along with it, I have ve. 
ry often ſeen you accompany d with your Mother, 
but had fo tender a regard for your Eaſe and 
Tranquility, that I durſt not make a verbal Diſ- 
covery, tha my Love very often prompted me to 
reveal it , being unacquainted with the Temper of 
your Parent, who certainly would have been equal- 
ly jarpris'd with your ſelf +: The Boundaries of 
in Scrawl are too ſcanty to contain the various 
Circumſtances of the Love and Affection I bear 
te you, /o that what I have to Petition for, is the 
Happineſs of a Moments Conference with you 17 
Perſon, the Time and Place I ſhall repofe in your 
wnerring Diſcretion , only ¶ muſt beg leave to tel! 
you, that if there be any merit in a juſt and ho- 
naurable Affection, mine has ſomething to lay claim 
to; and further, were I to be ſeen in your Company, 

it Could neither tend to leſſen or diſrepute you, ſo 1 
; ball conclude, and with the grenteſt Humility ſub- 
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feribe my ſelf + : 
"BN Vour Aﬀettionate AMINTOR. 
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nown Floria from her Infancy, and was 
no Stranger to any Accident of the Family, in- 


1 gare this into the hands of a Female, who 
had 


_ deed ſhe told me ſhe was cautious how ſhe acted, 


but when I laid my ſelf and Station open to her 


and gave her aſſurances that my Pretences were 


upon Honourable and Vertuous Foundations, it 
removed the ſcruple, and the Letter was ſafe 


- deliver'd to Florias hands the ſame day. I had 
a Thouſand Rambling Cogitations and Suſpi- 
tions of the Event, but the next day I received 


Floria's Anſwer in the following Words. 


$ 
* 
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Von Letter ſurprisd ne mightily, it being 
from a Perſon I never heard of before to my 


| knowledg,” in anſwer to yours, as you deſired, it 


obliges me to tell you, that I am in a great Conſter- 
nation to think what you ſee in me as looks ſo looſely 
or careleſs of my Reputation, as to appoint a Time 


or Place to meet a Perſon J know nothing of; 


as for my Parents Temper they arelike other Peoples, 
they love to have à right underſtanding: And you 
may, if you pleaſe, and are in reality find ways 
and means with their Conſents to ſee me; till 
then I have no more to ſay to you, but leave the 


reſt to your Management, which is from your 
Friend "oo I 


' FLORIA.. 


The 
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he receipt hereof equally pleas'd and fur- 
prisd me; for as I was nota little daſb'd that ! 
ſhonld upog my firſt. Applications give the 
: leaſt Cable” For Yeſentiner , ſo where ſhe plea- 
ſed to put means into my hands and give me 
liberty to improve 'em, it ſubſtracted from my 
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| nneaſineſs and Encourag'd me to make this fol- 
1 „ „ $0 Sees 
3 * on: Gag RE. 

7 DEA A D, 


Ince I receiv'd yours, I have been extreamly 
concernꝰd to find my ſelf ſo unfortunate as to 

fall under the Cenſure of the Perſon I prefer to all 
the World.: And where you ſeem to charge me 
with thinking you looſe or careleſs of your Reputa- 
tion, you injure my Innocence; for what ] wrote 
was according to the Dictates of a ſincere and well 
N grounded Affection, and notwithſtanding any In- 

adverteney a Lover may be guilty of (for a Paſſion 


F fo great as mine may d:ſcompoſe aPerſon mach beiter 
qualify d than I am) 1 heartily declare to jou, that 
ever y Faculty of mySoul is entirely in your Intereſt, 
and I could never forgive my ſelf ſhould Iwillfully 
act anything to diſcblige one ] ſo dear ly reſpect: 

. Tou l. kemeſe are pleaſed modeſtly to reſent what 
| I ſpoke of your Mother, when God knows, I had 
4. * mnoother deſign in mhat 1 mentioned but to acquaint 
3 von, that Icvaged every thing that might any way 
Wi - tend to your diſſatis\attuon. The cauſe of my Con- 
i fuſion at the time of Writing you may eaſily gueſs 
at * h ; | 

. at, and I hope you will excuſe me for the Cauſe 
wy fake, for Ivalue beth you and my ſelf, above per- 
. {wading you to any thing which may diſoblige 
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your Parents ; and I never ſo much as conceiy'd 
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the Motion; but lod upon it very od to apply | _— 
ſure been ſatisfied Wrmeen gur ſelves; nay, Ib 
parent Hazard and Vneaſmeſs to my ſolf, to male 


Intereſt in ybur Aﬀethion ;” for tho' I cannot re- 
member many Tears, yet bave Iſeen ſeveral Mis- 
fortunate and unhappy Inſt ances, occaſiom d by that 
way of proceeding :, I hope my Poft and Character 

will aſſert my Honeſty and Integrity, and ] doubt 

not, if you knew how dearly I reſpect you, but you 
would give me the happineſs of ſpeaking with Jou, 
which wit h the greateſt Impatience I ſhall wait for, 
whilſt 15 am 5 gs” ->: th 


2 AMINTOR. 
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This was Delivered by the ſame hand as my 

firſt, and with the ſame Caution and Reſerved- 
neſs, but light of much better Fortune; for 
Floria now ſhew'd her ſelf too well bred, to be 
offended at the Continuation of my Addreſſes: 

1 found, that if ſhe did not deſire my Sollicita- . 
tions, ſhe did not di/dain em, and as for my 
good Will, ſhe would neither court it, nor ſeorg * 
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hut (be p eas d, to underſtand ) that two 
days after my Letter Was ſent, I ſaw her upon 
the ſzme Spot where ſhe laid the firſt Plat- form 
of her Conqueſt; She appear'd fſurprizingly 
Fair, and her Charms were in the Meridian of 
their Glory, the nr Awe therefore was 
upon me, and my Courage and Conduct both 
diſſerted me; Inſomuch that I was afraid to 
attack her, tho' 1 had no reaſon to ſuppoſe the 
leaſt Obſtacte in my way, which was confirm'd 
to me afterwards, by what Floria confelsd to 
my Meſſenger, which was, that ſhe and her 
Siſter quitted the Lady who was with them, in 
oo to give me an Opportunity to ſpeak to 
© Now (sir) this laſt Circumſtance put me 
1 upon all the Contrivances and Stratagems I 
{EF could invent, to ſee her as oft as poſlibly I 
could; in order thereupto, I was gratified 
. with a lofty Caſement, eminent for its Conve- 
niency; for that it commanded all the Gar- 
den, G c. which belongs to Floria's Father For- 
tarius: This I often viſited, and not without 
Satisfaction, for whenever I paid her my re- 
ſpe s, ſhe as civilly return'd the Courteſy, and 
about the ſame time Floria ſent me a Verbal 
Meſſage, wherein ſhe gave me Admittance to 
ſpeak with her after her Fathers Doors were 
- ſhut at night, but we making no Improvement 
of this propos'd Opportunity; the next day 
Floria ſent her Service to me, and deſired 1 
would write to her Father for leave to viſit her. 
Here | began to contrive and lay down ſuch 
Propoſals to my ſelf, as might be moſt condu- 
civeto bring this. matter to a happy iſſue, when 
» Wo 
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(matter e her Father? which ſhe dock ef 
| ſhould he acquainted with. * - 


be a Man Of a tolerable Fortune”, häving 


ſeen the Letters, I have here inſerted as ſent to 
Floria, and really it was both an Act of Pru- 
. dence and Diſcretion, to let a Parent into the 


eaſie under Family Jars, or what made the mat- 
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in the interim, Horia anticipated my deſign, 


producd' my Letters, and broke- the whole 
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quietlyreap'd the Advantages: of a beneficial. 
Employment in a urine. peru and Proſperous 
Reign; ſo that according to Nee 
xim, he ought to remember the Gods, and pay 
em his particular Devotions, It was not many 
days ere Hortarins made an Appointment. to 
meet me, 1 was ſo fearful of diſappointing 
him, that I rather choſe to be ſomethingearlier 
than the Hour pre d, he njck'd the time 
directly, and after we had exchang'd a few 
words, and ſuch common Compliments as are 
conſiſtent with good Manners and Civility , 
he deſired we might chooſe a more convement 
Place for our Purpoſe , which when we had 
fixed upon, he gave me to Underſtand he had 


Secret; eſpecially ſince (as She told me after- 

wards) She'was aſſured he vvould run parallel 

with her Inclinationss. - 
I can't tell, whether Horia began to grow un- 
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ter go on ſo harmonionſly between us; for it 
really ſeem'd to me, that there was ſome latent 
Fortune was a kind of Friend to our Amour, 
becauſe upon all Hortarins's Enquiries back- 
wards and forwards .asto any particular, there 
was but few ſcruples, and thoſe fo trivial and 
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foreign that they were immediately baniſh'd 
and quaſh'd, and 25 not in the leaſt harſn, 
or diſcompos'd in Converſe, Diſpoſition, or 
Humour; but on the centrary, his Temper 
ſeem'd to he fix d in a; Diametricat O pefition, 
to every thing that look d like a Dil gion, , 
ſo at the cloſe of our. Interview, he told me he 
would make a ſmall, ſcrutiny into ny Cha- 
rafter and Behaviour, a$, likewiſe would, pur- 
ſue that Corjugal Precept of, conſulting his Wife, 
who.ought to have a. ſhare in the diſpoſing ct 
[#3 her Child; after which, in a few days he would 
1 let me know, whether I ſhould be admitted by 
1 Parental Authority to proceed in my A pplicati- 
1 bs tan, oo ee born Shel 
4 ' Here I was perfedlly pin'ddown, and durſt 
55 not make another ſtep, till had liberty from 
2 the Oracle of his Will, BE Cane unraveling 
ol all I bad done hitherto, ſo Iliv'd.n.a ſort of 
Exile, and apply d wy ſelf totally,;to. the En- 
joyment of my Friends, I well knew, where he 
* laid the Foundation of his Enquiry ,, and. that 


* 


be apply'd himſelf to no leſs a Perſon, equally, 

. NOBLE, GOOD and ,GREA 1. 

13 M Retirement did not continue long etre | 

* = received a palatable Meſſage, that Hort arins 

i I deſired to ſpeak.with me at his Garden-goor, 1 1 

Vas ſurrounded with crowds of Ideas one up- 
on the back of another, that Nature Was ſcarce 
left ſtrong enough, whether thro? Fear or Di- 
ſtruſt, to ſupport me in proceeding with the 
ſame Conduct I had begub, 1 hop'd for a Fat, 

but more fear'd,a Piſſalution: In ſhort, I fully 
0 ctermin's, to meet my deſtinyzand lucky was 
geceiv'd with the, graudeſt Reſpect and Deco- 
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duc'd me. 


It would be need] & for me to give you a 
Bill of Fare, ſo 1 ſhaſfl only tell you; that the 
Dinner was Gezteel and, Decent, and I as wel- 


comly receiy'd, tho? had I din'd with Duke 


Humphry, and Horia hdd made a third Perſon, 
1 could have been as well ſatisfy'd as a Cardi- 
nal plac'd in the Center of forty well fill” 
Diſhes, provided, by the Directions of the moſt - 


Notorious Epicure : The greateſt Rarities could. 


not have tempted me to Exceſs, my Eyes were 
without Intermiſſion fixt upon Floria, who 
look'd as Gay as the Spring, which adorn'd 
that Seaſon of the Vear; and as the nearer 
We approach to the Sun, we miſt expect to 
receive its more powerful heat, ſo her Charms 
now appear'd ſo Perfect and Extraordinary, 
that I now lov'd her, was beyond the Poſſibi- 
lity of any peradventure; Dinner was no ſoo- 
ner over, and a little vulgar chat made an end 
of, but Horia and my ſelf were left in the 
| | poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of the Room, I was conſi dering with 


my ſelf, whether our being left alone Procee-: 


ded from Accident, or Deſign ; the Impreſſi- 


on her Charms made upon me, ſuſpended my | 
ut finding no manner 

of Interruption, I made 15 Perſonal Addreſſes 
her (with the great- 
eſt ſerionſtes) how far her Father and I had- a- 
greed. That the matter was now Important, 


Judgment for a time, 
to Hlorsa, and acquainted 
I having entirely ſetled my Affection upon her, 


and ſince her Generoſity had not only tolera- 
ted my Endegvours, but adviſed at aſſiſted 


me in the Proſecution of em; I beg'd ſhe 
would grant me Liberty to wait on her, in or- 
der to give her the greateſt proofs of my Con- 
ſtancy, and ſhew my ſelf worthy of her Fa- 


vour, which Was only wanting to compleat 
our Happineſs. * 
F Lo. IA anſwer'd : That ſince Hap! Pa- 


Tents had been pleas'd to give me Admittance, ſhe 
N 25 reaſon to oppoſe my" coming to the Houſe, 


were ſhe within ſhe would never refuſe my 


her. 

f aſſure you (Sir) found a vaſt delight 
in her Ccnverſation ; for ſhe is not only Mi- 
ſtreſs of a ready Wit, but a ſound judgment; 
a far as I was, able to determin, the Sun there- 
fore was not more conſtant to the Day than I 
was to Florigy her Smiles had a Magnetick Qua- 
Iity in 'em; for 1 could not go a day and not 
Sacrifice ſome hours at her Shrine, and that 
which highly added to the Pleaſure and Satis- 
fiction of my Viſits, was her Mother's Conde- 
Gre ion in giving all the Privileges young La- 

could deſire; „ as the Breateſt Token 


of 


About this time I received a Letter, where- 


of her Kindneſs, ſhe ſcem'd to be diſſatistyd 
that I did not freely Command any thing her 


Houſe would afford, and generally entertaind 
me above my Expectation: Upon ſuch nu- 
merous Friendſhips, and ſuch a Scene of Proſ- 


perity, I had no room left for Doubts, or Suſ- 
PRION becauſe I did not queſtion, but by aſe- 


te ſtable and wnalterable Love, to bring Flo- 


ria into an inviolable League of reciprocal Af- 


in I was advertis d (ſince 1 ſt and upen ſo happy 
a Baſis) to make the quickeſt diſpatch in ſecu- 


ring..Floria's Affection, for that her Mother was 
a perfect Weather-cock in her Temper, and 


generally of an Irreconcilable Diſpoſition, 
when ſhe fancy d to be fretful; I was not a 
little ſnock d and diſorder'd at the receipt here- 
of, but fearing there ſhould be too much truth 
in the Information; I did not think fit to go 
about to diſprove it. The very next day, the 
moſt proper Opportunity preſented it ſelf, 


and Floria gave me her promiſe of Marri- 
age, I thought us nearly ally'd by this time, 


and ſo was unwilling to proceed further with- 
out adviſing with her; the matter conſulted 
between us, was, whether 1 ſhould keep our 
laſt proceeding in Embrio for a certain time, 
or whether ſhe was willing that I ſhould let her 
Father know, according to his Order. And 
Floria agreed to the latter. Thus (ſince I had 
her conſent) it had look'd like coldneſs and in- 
conſtancy, had I not made her Father acquain= 
ted therewith, accordingly the next day afford- 
ing an Opportunity of ſpeaking with him, I 

e acquainted 


acquainted him, how far we had proceede. : at 


which he ſeem'd very well pleas'd, and our 
time was in ſome meaſure taken up with Pro- 


poſals for a Settlement, after our parting I had 
but little time for Conſideration : "Buſineſs 
.intercepting, ſo all things run in their proper 
Channel, till about fonr a Clock the ſame day, 
about which hour I frequently viſited my Ho- 
ria, | was admitted after the uſual manner, 


and entred the Houſe, expecting the ſame free- 


dom of acceſs as all along I had been bleſt with, 


when upon my Compliment to Floria's Mother 


(which was cuſtomary from my firſt Viſit) I 
ſaw nothing but darkneſs and diſpleaſure in 


her Countenance, which caus'd in me a ſort 


of Confuſion, indeed I had time to recover my 
ſelf, for that there was in Company a Relati- 


on of the Mothers, and at preſent not being 


oblig'd to demand Reaſons for that ſtrangeneſs, |. 


thought fit to let the thing reſt till the Gentle- 


man's abſence ſhould enlarge my Opportunity 


of enquiring into the bottom of ſuch a negli- 
gent Reception. But in the interim Horia look'd 


at me, and I gazed as wiſhfully at her, tho? | 
© the uſe of our Eyes was the extent of our Feli- 


city, for it had been as dangerous an Experi- 


ment for. me to have Saluted Horia (not with- 


ſtanding ſhe had promis d me Marriage) conſi- 
dering the irregular and diſorderly Paſſion of 


her Mother, as *twonld have been to have ga- 
ther'd the faireſt Flower that ever Egypt affor- 
ded, in the face of a Crocodile. Floria, who 
could gueS at the infide of her Mother, by the 


diſplacing the leaſt wrinkle in her Face, ſaw 


farther ( you may judge) Into the matter than 


I could 
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I could pretend to do; ſo Floria defired to 
ſpeak with her, accordingly they withdrew 
into the Mother's Chamber, leaving the Par- 
lour to the Relation and my ſelf, I all the 
while was wond'ring what Politicks could keep 
'em ſo long in Conſultation, but, to my greateſt 
Amazement, the Mother return'd without the 
Daughter; it was not long ere the Couſin 
withdrew, and then ſhe fairly let me into a 
ſort of .a Secret, andin ſuck a manner, as I 
believe no Man tho' never ſo mean, was ever 
treated before (except by a Woman of her Birth 
and Education) but leaſt 1 ſhould judge wrong, 
and lay an 1njurious Opinion upon the Mo- 
ther, which may be deem'd an Impoſition, or 
a groundleſs Reflection: I will here relate the 


Paſſage to you, and will reduce it into as 


decent Order as it will bear, exempt and free 


from Falſity or Antipathy. And to begin, you 


muſt ſuppoſe her to look with a gruff Aſpect, 
and to Attack me in theſe Words. 
Pray, Sir, what buſineſs have you here? Why 
dont you get out of my Houſe ? 3 
This (Sir) was the firſt Salutation, which 
ſurpriz d me beyond a poſſibility of ſpeak- 
ing for a Seaſon, and had any one been in my 
place, and ſtorm'd at that rate, after a Se- 


ries of civil Uſage, 1 don't at all queſtion, but 


it would have ſtartled him, tho? a man of 

the Politeſt Capacity. 
Pardon me for this Digreſſion, for thus ſhe 

went on: Get ont of my Houſe you ſorry Fel- 


low, for if you ſtay till Midnight you ſhall not 


fee her. 


D Here 
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Here I endeavour'd to appeaſe her alittle, 
and told her, I thought that way of Ex- 
poſtulating was ill tim'd, becauſe Horia had 
promis'd to marry me the day before, and I 
was admitted by her and her Husband, and 
Encourag'd by both of 'em to Solicite for that 
Promiſe. N : ils, hp 

But ſhe would not looſe an Inch in her part 
of the Dialogue, but proceeded in this man- 
ner: Prithee tell me nothing of that, you have 
neither wedded her, nor bedded her, and I don't 
care a Fart for your Promiſe, but you carry the 
Devil in your Mouth inſtead of a Tongue, and 
have deluded and enſnared my Child; for my 
Husband conrted me three Tears before he ast'd 
me the Queſtion. | 1 

{ was here ſurpriz'd at her Gallimefry 
of Nonſence, and begg'd leave to ſpeak; in 
Anſwer to which, I urg'd, that if any body 
had deluded her Child (which I could not be- 
lieve ) it could be no body but her Husband 
and her ſelf; becauſe I never addreſs'd my 
ſelf in Perſon ' till I had their Unanimous Ad- 
mittance, and that without a Reſerve; I like- 
wiſe aſſerted, that my getting her Daughter's 
Conſent ſo early, was the greateſt Argument 
of my Love to her, and! wondred how ſhe 
could be diſobltg'd, being it was the main end 


for which ſhe and Horrarins licenſed me to 


Converſe with her, and that *twas my Opini- 
on a Woman might be told as much in three 
Weeks in our days as would be Proportionate 
to her three Years Courtſhip. ſhe was pleas' d 
to mention, „ 
Her 


„ e a I Gu 


when ſhe had a fancy to be Exaſperated, and 


(19) 


Her Temper now began to grow rugged 
and tempeſtuous without meaſure, at length 
I ask'd her if ſhe had any Reaſons to give mg 


for uſing me at this rate, whether I had in 


any particular misbehav'd my ſelf, or had ſhe 
heard any ill Character of me; but having no 
reaſqg ſhe could give me none, ſo ſhe took 


upon her ſelf an abſolute Deſpotick Power, 


and when I mention'd applying my ſelf to 


her Husband, who I hop'd would give me a 


reaſon for this courſe Treatment , ſhe ſeem'd 
to undervalue my propos'd Application, 
and told me very haughtily : I was miſt aken, if I 


thought to get any thing by that way of proceea- 


ing, for ſhe would have the diſpoſing of her Daugh- 
ter, and bad me not to ſtand prating there, but 


get out of her Houſe. Upon which I bow'd to 


her, and took my leave, but her Paſſion was 
ſo great ſhe could not return the Civi- 
„ 1 1 

I was no ſooner got out of her Domini- 
ons, but Solomon's: Woman came into my 
mind, with whom there was no living, tho 


| in a large Houſe ; ſhe has all the Qualities 


but one, that can make her Husband miſera- 
ble and her Children uneaſy, ſhe was rougher 
in her Anger than the Bay of Biſcay in the 
great Storm, being a Woman that no body 
can pleaſe, few will ſerve, and as few can en- 
dure, no Reaſon could prevail with her (be- 
11g compos'd of incorrigible ill-nature to thoſe 
ſhe can't gain by) and inflexible in her Opi- 
nion, eſpecially when ſhe js ifthe wrong. You 
may judge (Sir) what a Perſon this muſt be, 
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how Horia was documented after ſhe had 'ra1- 


lied me out of her Territory: 1 was ſomewhat 
diſoblig'd at this Unmannerly Scoundrel Treat- 
ment, and could not think but the Woman 
took me for ſome Chimney Sweeper, or a Pick 
Pocket, by the nenpirineſ? of her mien, and 
the diſpoſition of her Language, Which! be- 


lieve I could not have bore with ſo much Pa- 


tience and Condeſcention, but for the Eafe, and 
for the ſake, of my Floria. 6-1. 

The day following, 1 met Hortarius, and 
with the greateſt Concern 1 made him ac- 
quainted how roughly I had been dealt with 
by his Wife, deſiring be would uſe ſuch means 
as might immediately heal the Breach, and 
ſet ahde an Animoſity which was ground- 
ed upon nothing but the want of © Reaſon, 
ſeconded by the! Arbirrary Paſſion of a Wo- 
man, he ſeen'd. very free, 2nd to make way 
for the Treaty, he advisd me to Write to 
his Wife, accordingly I-was fond t6 lay hold 
of any Opportunity that might bring me into 
the preſence of my Floria again; 10 I wrote 


to her with the ſubmiſſion of a Slave, and 
_ own'd my ſelf a Criminal for Acts of Vertue 


and Honour, purely in Condeſcenſion to her 
Ignorance and Irrationality, I told her that 
was a great AMi&ion to me, that 1 ſhould 
act wrong in any Particular, which ſhould me- 
rit her Reſentment; and the? the violence of 
my Love and irreſi ſible Affection carried me 
beyond my Conſideration to preſs Floria to a 
Promiſe ſo ſoom yet *rwas-no ill Deſign in 
me, nor Disobedience in her (ſtrictly taken) 
ouly an ill tim'd Action; j for we refolved _- 

make 
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wire ie ſurge Progreſs withouther: Advice 


that 1 defired ſhe would put no hardſhip up- 


on Floria, for the guilt lay all upon my ſelf, 


and I was ready ts make an Attonement for it, 
when ſhe would pleaſe to make me ſo happy, 
that I ſhould patiently wait for the hour of 
beingreſtor'd to her Favour once more, when: 
I ſhould endeavour to eſtabliſh my ſelf in her 
Friendſhip, with much more ſuch Flattery 
P opens 

This was ſent to the Mother. and ſeconded 
with one wherein I undervalu'd and lefſen'd 


my ſelf to a greater Degree than in this. 


But 1 would not have ſtop't at gny thing 
in this kind (tho' never ſo much beneath my 
ſelf ) to have been reinſtated in my Horia's 
Converſation. She gave no Anſwer to my 
Firſt, and the Second ſhe receiv'd with ſuch ' 
Indignation, that ſhe order'd the Servant to 
take in no more Thus (Sir) did all my En- 
deavours prove Abortive, and the Advice of 
Hortarius as unfucceſsful, for ſhe ſeem'd as 
deaf as an Aader to all my Sollicitations, and 
as impenetrable as an Adamant, upon every 
J NS: 4d Hee 

In a day or*two's time Floria ſert a Letter 
to me, which becauſe it ſeem'd to be wrote in 
ſome diſorder, I ſhallnor here inſert, but only 
Extract a Paragraph or two; ſhetells me there- 
in, That there is nothing certain in this Life, 
and were ſhe to ſettle her Affections upon any 
Perſon never fo Great, ſhe muſt carry it as no- 
thing, if Parents don't like of it; that I may 


lay the blame wholly upon my ſelf, by being ſo 


bajly, that (he did not dream in the leaſt what 
hung 


(229 
kung over her head, that tho her Mot her took no 
notice to her af mhat ſhe had beard, yet ſhe mi- 
Hructed there was ſomething more than ordinary 
by her looks, when I came in, which made her 
deſire to ſpeak with her, (as ] before have menti- 
oned) that her Mother was pleas'd to reflect more 
than ordinary upon her Conduct, which ſexuct a 
great damp upon; ber, &&. 
Noa the Pareuts had given me a Latitude of 

proceeding ad Libitum, and the diſlike of Pa- 
rents Horia mentions, is nothing more than a 
1idiculous Revolt of the Mother, who had (by 
er frequent Encouragements) left her ſelf no 
Foom for an Bonourable or an Honeſt Re- 
ꝛreat; where ſhe tells me 1 may lay the blame 
wholly upon my ſelf : I had before hand taken 
ir upou me, Notwithſtanding 'twas by Floria's 
Advice J acquainted Hortarius therewith, for 
I made another Propoſal to her, which ſhe was 
pleas'd to reject. My only Conſolation upon 
this Diſſiſter . was, that Floria being a Wo- 
man who much overmatch'd her Mother in 
Senſe as well as Judgment, would. not ſuffer 
her felf either to be bullicd or inveigled into a 
Giſelteem of Amintor, no more than ſhe would 
he torc'd into a Nnnery , for now I liv'd ſome- 
what like a Camelion, becauſe I had nothing 
but hopes to ſupport me, and thoſe but Airy 
and Imaginary Abſence in Love breeds Anxie- 
ties, yet I was afraid to puſh too for wads for a 
Gght of my Charming Floria, leaſt in ſearching 
for my own Felicity, I might hazard her Re- 
poſe, ſo that now I thought my Unhappineſs 
To be compleat, EW 
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But the next Morning, meeting Hortarius in 
my Walk, and making Enquiry after the wel- 
fare of my Horia, his Anſwer ſhock'd me be- 
yond the Power of a Deſcription; as I remem- 
ber, he told me ſhe was well he hop'd, but ſhe 


| was above 20 Miles off, as ſoon as I could re- 


covermy ſelf, I beg'd he would let me know 
the Place, but he modeſtly refugd it. This 
plunged me into the depth of 'my Misfortune, 
and I bad only time to tell hint, that I ſaw 
plainly into the battom of his Wife's Deſign, 
that ſhe had ſent Horia away to diſappoint and 
abuſe me, and brandiſh her Arms for a frefh 
Conqueſt; but if 1 ſhould hear of any Man 


| who preſumed to make his Addreſſes to Floria, 
vpon any Grounds, Invitations or Encourage- 


ments whatſoever, I ſhould look upon him as 
an Invader of my Property, and | would treat 
him accordingly : I ſhould have proceeded fur- 
ther according to the direction of my Paſſion, 
had not a Gentleman who had ſome buſineſs 


| with Hertarius ſeparated us; ſo far as to what 
concerns the firſt part of my Story. 


Every place was now grown common to me, 
and no Curioſity either of Art or Nature could 
Entertain me with the leaſt Delight the pro- 
ſpect of the Country in all the gaiety of a for- 
ward Spring, Was even intollerable to me. eve- 
ry thing appear'd Savage: The tanett Towns 
ſeem'd Wilderneſles, and the Critical-Adorn'd 
Gardens but ſo many Deſarts; 1 was like a di- 
ſtracted Marriner who had no Compals to 
Steer by, for 1 could not tell what Courſe to 
take, that might bring me ſafe to the molt wiſn'd 
tor Haven, or Port , where my Hor ia reſided, 

and 


e 
and the greateſt: Diſſaſter was, that I deſpair'd 
of an Intelligence. But*twas not many days 
ere my good Fortune(and Floria's Directions) 
preſented me with the glad Tidings of her 
wellfare, and the place gf her abode, I was 


altogether taken up v ith rejoycing within my 


ſelf, and was tranſported to that degres, that 
the Meſſage was asgvelcome to me as the ap- 
pearance of the Dove, was to the Surviving 
People of the Delug'd World; and ſince it was 


extraordinary, as well as moſt acceptable, I 


ſhall here give yos a ſlender Account of it; 
(eæcluſive of the Perſons) becauſe it may ſerve, 
as an Introduction, to the ſecond Part of my 
Intregue. The day 1 received this great Satis- 
faction, a Perſon met me, who deſired I would 
walk along with him to a certain place, ac- 


cordingly without asking the leaſt queſtion, I 


yeilded to the Propoſal, and was conducted to 
a Houſe with which I was altogether unac- 


quainted ( being beſore 4 Sranger ,, both tothe | 


Perſons and their Hubitation.) Notwithſtanding 
this, I was kindly invited to. fit down, and in 
a few Minutes time a Stranger ſpoke to me in 
theſe Worcy: Sir, I am deſired to let you know, 
rhat if you have any thing to ſend to Madam 
Floria, if you: pleaſe to truſt it with me, it ſhall be 
ſaſe deliver'd to her hands, I could not tell 


which way to proceed upon this ſtrange piece 
of unexpected Fortune, but the Perſon Who 


made the Propofal, had a Countenance promi- 
ſiug ſo much Modeſty, Innocence and Honeſty, 


that I was reſolv'd to venture; in order 


thereunto , I ſer Pen to Paper, and gave Horia 
an account how much I had ſuffer'd, and of 
e the 
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the Methods I had urſy'd to bring her Mother 
over to our Intereſt , that I had condeſcended 
ſo low even to nnman my ſelf, and ſubmitted 
like a Slave, and yet I found the Mother's Tem- 
per was impenitrable, and too ſtuhborn to be 
reduc'd, 1 defir'd ſhe would let me hear from 
her. ſpeedily, Tearing leaſt ſome Peoples Uſage 
and Endeavours ſhould work her to a, Reyolt, 
[ likewiſe told her, how I had argued the point 
3 her Father, who appear'd fixt in my Inte- 

re | 
Three days before this, l had deliver'd a 
Letter to Horia's Sifter, to give it a ſafe Con- 
veyance to her hands; but receiving no man- 
ner of Anſwer, l began to be more uneaſy than 
ever 1 was before, tho' I did not in the leaſt 
ſuſpe& the fidelity of this Bearer : Indeed J 
muſt confeſs my uneaſineſs in Horig's abſence, — = [/ 
had thrown myDiſpoſition off i its Hinges; .fome- 1 
times to my ſelf,1 would conceive Aſſurances of 1 
my Fori as unalterable Affection, but the next — 
Moment would adminiſter more Pain and Con- 
fuſion than the Pleaſures of the former Aſſu- 
rances were able to ſtand againſt, which makes 
me ſince be of an Opinion, that where Grie 
has once got an Aſcendant over us, there is a 
ſort of ſüllen Pride in fomenting it, that creates 
a Satisfaction, which makes us more violently 
indulge it: But it was not above two or three 


days ere Heria revived me with the Following, 
3 | 
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OURS. came to my hands by Providence; 
for I was ſtanding at my Priſon- door, 
and a pretty young, Meſſenger delivered it 

me, which was no ſmall Surprize, when I 
ſaw your hand, by reaſon I thought by the di- 
ſtance and ſtrictueſs over me, I could never 

hear, fee,ner think any more of this Affair; 

but withal, I admire at my Siſter- 

1 have never heard from her fince I came 

hither ; becauſe (you ſay) you gave her a 

Letter on Thurſday laſt, 7 am ſure ſhe has 


had Opportunities ſeveral times fince, but I 


have received none; I am not a little con- 
cerned, That you thould perplex and give 
your ſelf ſo much Trouble about me, and 
at laſt, \ am afraid, it is to no purpoſe ; the 


Fault (7 will aſſure you) ſhall not lye on my 


ſide ; b»t I dare not ſay, my Soul is my own,1 

J had never been born, it would have been 
happy for me and you too; J am inter- 
ruptcd ſo often in the Writing of this, that 
J am aſhamed of the Nonſenſe of it, by rea- 
fon it has put a great deal out of my Head, 
which I did defign to write in better order; 
which is from your Well-wifher, in haſte 


FLORIA. 


Tis 
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'Tis impoſſible to conceive my eager Joy 
at the receit hereof, for (tho? Letters are but 
a ſlender Diet for ſome ſort of Lovers, yet all 
Obliging Commerce with the Perſon we A- 
dore, makes the hours of Abſence lefs inſup- 
Portable) I read it over and over, ſometimes 
kiſſing the Letter, and ſometimes thanking the 
Meſſenger, to whom I ſaid every tender thing 
of Floria, that 7, or the Imagination of my fe- 
licity could invent; when 7 went home 7 per- 
uſed it an Hundred times, and as oft it gave me 
a freſh Delight. Nay, I was ſo intent upon 
conſidering it, that I could hardly find time to 
anſwer it; but leaſt my Delay might be eſteem- 
ed a Defect in my Paſſion, after the Receit of 
ſuch an fectionate Letter, where ſhe does not 
only expreſs her Concern and UVneaſineſs under 
her Confinement ; but gives me a treſh Afſu- 
rance of her Love and Fidelity; I tully deſign- 
ed to hegin ſomething, but could not preſent- 
ly reſolve upon what, there being equal Mat- 
ter for Sorrow and Satisfaction, dor Con- 
cern and for Content. The Day after I recei- 


| ved this, Hortarius and his Wife dined with 


Floria, and at their Return home, 7 paid a vi- 
fit to Hortarius, and deſired to know, what 1 
ſhould do in this troubleſom Affair; He was 
cxtreamly civil, telling me, he continued in the 
ſame Mind, and advis'd me to renew my Ap- 
plications to his Wife; I mov'd to ſpeak with 
her then but he deſired I would omit that Op- 
portunity, ſhe being a little indiſpoſed; and 
1 nnght take any other time, that was more fit 
for my purpoſe , when he was not within: But J 
knew all / could ſay, would but heighten her 
eee E 2 Prejudice, 
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Prejudice, and not reduce her to Complyanice; 
ſo I ſcrawl'd over a few Lines to Floria; where- 
in /told her, That her Letter was as welcome 
to me as the Day-light,by which 7 read it; but 
vvhy alaſs! vvould ſhe blaſt the darling Jay, it's 
Reception brought, by ſayinꝑ, ſne vvas not a lit- 
tle concerned ap my Account; I begg'd, the 
vvould let no Grief harbour in that Breaſt, 
vvhere ſhe had fo kindly ſecured me a Place, for 
ſhe could not conceive, vvhat an Impreſſion her 
Gratitude and Conftancy had made. upon me; 
ſhe likewiſe might reſt aſſured, that neither S:ra- 
tag em nor Diſtance ſhould hinder me from ſigh- 
ing out my tendereſt vviſnes to her; vvhy there- 
fore ſnould one impetuous Paſſion make two 


Perſons thus miſerable, if not to try our Sin- 


cerity by daring to be conſtant, maugre every 
Diſappointment, That if yve had but Courage 
enough to ſupport our ſelves under theſe un- 
kindeſt ſhocks'of Fate; .vve ſhould triumph at 
laſt ; but vve muſt either break thro' it or fall 
uader it; for if ſhe continued conſtant, nothing 
fhould make me love her leſs, yet ſince I could 
not be happy without making her thus wretch- 
ed, I lookt upon the price of my Felicity to be 


ſomewhat exorbitant, vvith much more vvhich 


7 cannot remember. 
This I truſted Fortune vvith, and had no 


Point to pur ſue, but to ſearch for, and endea- 


vour to, influence ſome Perſon, vvhoſe Intereſt 
and Secreſy vvere likely to carry on my Affair 
vvith Succeſs. It vyas not long before I vvas 
brought into the Acquaintance of a Female, to 
whom 7 :told vvhat had paſſed between Floria 
and 7; and how apprehentive I vvas of the Mo- 


_ther's 
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ther's Diſpleaſure and il Temper, withal intrea- 
ting her to preſent my Service to Floria, and 
tell her that ( ſince her Affection had more than 
once prevailed with her to make ſuch obliging Pro- 


ch my behalf) Ideſired, ſhe would not let 
{lip one | 

4 me ſpeak to her: For Iam much an Enemy 
to the Opinion of that Gentleman, who decla- 


red, that dreaming of his Miſtreſs was a grea- 


ter Tranſport to him than being with her in 
Perſon ; Becauſe (ſays he) in Dreams all the Fa- 
culties of the Soul are intent upon that one 
Object, whereas when awake they are diſtract- 
ed by many various ones which interfere. This 
e is (as Plutarch obſerves ) only Embracing of 


“ Non-Entitics, and groping after what is 


« Beautiful and Divine, 


& Fallacious Dreams about his Temples few, 
& But ſuch as charm'd his Fancy tho untrue, 


Matters did not reſt long upon this Bottom, 
ere Floria declar d her Complyance, and the 
next Sunday Evening was the time fixt upon for 
renewing my Correſpondence with my Floria. 
The Hours moy'd but flowly, till the Day came, 
but I was in hopes, this abſence might produce 
a Love moſt perfect and ſtable, and hugg'd my 


{elf with the Apprehenſions of it: And when 


Phebus uſher'd in that Day, I thought my ſelf 
in ſight of my Felicity: For every hour admit- 
ted of ſo many pleaſant Ideas,that I had no rea- 


ſon to doubt of a moſt happy Interview. In 


ſhort, Methods were thus concerted, There was 


a Tavern not above Twenty Doors diſtant 


e Moment, but uſe the earlieſt Means to 
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from the Houſe, where my Horia was confin'd, 


here was I to wait for the Meſſage of Admit- 
tance: And becauſea true Confident, under theſe 
Circumſtances, has allways. been eſteemed an 
acceptable friendly Companion, I at the. Birth 


of my Amour. had repoſed my Truſt and Con- 


fidence in the Friendſhip and Fidelity of my old 
Acquaintance Alexis. Inſomuch, that Thad 
hitherto made him acquainted with the minu- 
teſt Paſſage through the vyhole Affair. Alexis 
was therefore along with me at the Tavern J 
have mentioned „where we had been ſome hours 
full of Expectation, when about the hour of 
Ten at night, a Meſſenger came who condu- 
cted me Gradatim into the Preſence of my 
then moſt endeared Florin. OR. 

What Particulars paſs'd between us at this 


Conference,yo: muſt excuſe my omitting : For 


I vvas fo raviſrd to find her fo charming and 
conſt ant, Fhat about three hours time piis'd a- 


vvay in the moſt innocent Love and Amazement, 


before I expected I had been there one. Since 
L had been bleſt vvith her ſyvveet Company thus 
long, I fear'd keeping Floria out of Bed 
longer, might in ſome meaſure indiſpoſe and 
diſorder a Perſon, vvho, thro? the courie of her 
Lite,had every way lived extremely regular,and 
as there was nothing belonging to Floria, vvhich 
had not it's pecutiar Charm, I ſolicited her 
tor a Lock of her Hair, which in a ſmall time 
Ine Conſented to cut off and gave me a Favourite 
ene. Had not our Loves all this while diſpoſ- 
iT: us of Fear, we might reaſonably have ap- 
Prehended ſome Danger in ſuch an ungueſled 
at Meeting by Foriz's Guardian, who little 
" dream't, 


. 

dream't, that Aminter was under the roof, or 
that any even the leaſt Correſpondence could 
be between us at that Juncture unknown to 
em. Floria was fearful leaſt a Diſcovery ſhould 
be made by any misforturate ſſip oi accident. 
In order therefore to remove all doubts or ap- 
Pearances of our Converſe unbzppily coming 
to light ſhe ad vis dme in theſe Words. Amin- 
ror. (ſays The) Tour coming to ſee me in this man- 
ner will be of - dangerous Cor ſequence, for we can- 
not evade at ſeme time being found out, ſo JI de- 


fire you would write to. — and askleaveto vi- 


ſit nie here: I don't think it will be den) d yon: 
Yon may, if you pleaſe, incloſe tue or three Lines 
directed for me, but let it be nothing you would 


Fear ſhould be ſeen: But now, Sir, the time 


was come for the reafons beſore given for our 
parting: You may judge I was unwilling to 
{ſeparate : For 1 now could have wiſh'd, the 
Hours had mov'd as flow as they ſecm'd to do 


in the days of our Abſence. My good Friend 
bad ſtaid all this while at the Tavern in the 
ſame room I left him, where he could find but 
little diverſion in fitting without Company: 


But he had ſo 'great a value for my Eaſe and 
Weltare, that his Looks as well as Expreſſions 
ſnew'd him much ſatisfy'd, when I told him 
what had paſs'd at my Return. It being now 
two a Clock, wedrank one Glaſs to the Health, 
Happineſs and good Repoſe of my Floria, and 
ſo made the beſt of our way homewards. .. 
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me never ſo dear, though at that rate the in- 
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The next day, as I remember, lin comply- 


ance and a perfect reſignation to the Advice 


of my Floria (hoping to gain a Liberty to ſee 
her without fear or hazard} ſent per Permy-pojt 
a few Lines; wherein I gave a ſhort Account 
of the Freedom of my Admittance by. Hortari- 


5 and his Wife, and moſt Particulars 1 have 
| hitherto acquainted you withal, but never 


own'd, that I had ſeen or heard from Ploria, 
fince the time her Mother confin'd her from 


me, and tho” I had wrote three times to the 


Mother, with the profoundeſt Humility, yet ne- 


ver received the leaſt Anſwer or Reaſon for 


ſending Horia away, That I defy'd any one to 


be laid down, which a Boy of Ten Years of 
Age was not able to confute: And ſhould the 


Mother continue in her Obfinacy, and be ſuffe- 
red to gain her Point, 1 was of Opinion, no 
Gentleman hereafter would ever treat with 
the Family, becauſe he might reaſonably ex- 
pect to be handed into the Depth of an A. 


mour, and when they had led and directed 


him beyond his Recovery, to be let ſink, and pe- 


riſn in their Undertaking, That I vvould op- 


poſe any Body, vvho ſhould be introduced to 
make his Pretences, let the Experiment coſt 


conſiſtent Paſſion and Arbitrary Will of ag un- 
thinking Woman in Power may lay a Founda- 
tion for the Ruin and Deſtruction of half a 
dozen People. e 


The 


N 
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The Letter thus ſent (according to Direction 


of Floris) made vvorſe for us than all be. 


fore: for not only vvhat 1 inclos'd tober vvas 


broke open before deliver'd to her hands; but 


the othet vvas carryec to Hortarius or hisWife, = 


or bet; for à few days afterwards, I vvas 
paſſing. by! . their Door, and Hort arius very 


civilly invited me vvithin his Walls; but his 
manner ofSalutation afterwards vvas the oddeſt 


Thave niet Vyith; for he began to ſwear, and 


contiſued Curſing: J usd all the Arguments 1 
could to ſoften him, and bring him to reaſon; 


yet all vvas in vain, and l might as well have 
preſumed to have appeaſed a Bedlamite; for he 


Taiſed his Voice, and diſtinguiſſid every Sylla- 


ble he utter d to that Degree, that every Paſ- 


ſer - by was ſupply'd vvith Matter enough to dif- 


cover the Difference, and cauſe of the Diffe- 
rence between us; he allow'd himſelf (indeed) 


ſome Inter vals for ſcurrilous Nominations, ſuch 


as impudent Felom and ſawcy Raſcal for daring 
to attempt a Viſit to my Flor:ia vvithout his 
leave: He argued like a Child, and powerd 
a Parcel of paſſionate indigeſted Threats upon 


me, all which 1 bore (in reſpect of my Floria) 


with a great deal of Calmeneſs, though my Spi- 
rits were almoſt ſunk, and depreſſed at the 
ſame time: For now I found the Temper of 


the Mother was Prodigious, and that ſhe 


exerciſed her Will over every body alike 
vyith an unlimited Power 3 And ſince I re- 
ceived this ſubſtantial Proof of Paſſive O- 
bedience, I began to dread the unavoidable 
Conſequences, that "_ one Day nd 

| theſs 


cheſe ſcuryy Proceedin s, if Floria. ſhould 


(a3) 


ceaſe to; be juſt and con ant (vvhich as yet 
I bad no reaſon to ſuſpect) ſo I no ſooner vvas 


in a manner thruſt out by Hortarius; but 1 


took my Pen in hand, and gave a true rela- 


tion of this Brutal Inference to my. 2 Lo- 


* I A, 
It could x never be fu ppos'd, that any Ran 
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800 Id bear and forgive ſuch Dun ghil d- 


cations, if my Love and Engagements to Flo- 
ria, had not lain an e 8 Line 
gers. 175 

But to my greateſt Satisfaction I receiv'd 2 
Meſſage by a ſecond, hand) from Horia, and 


accidently eur d a er, N is as fol: 
lows : 
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7. is mightih 4 ” " iel to 
T. harbour ſuch Thoughts, as I am going 
to tell w, and that i is zo give your ſelf the 
7 rouble to Inform Amintor, That J would 
ſpeak with him about Ten of the Clack this 
| Night (at the Place appointed as was be- 


fore) but withal charge him, for his Lifegwot 
to divulge fo great a Secret to the Deareſt ol 
Friend he has, and I beg of you to Bury this 
Paper in which Ju: will Wy * Friend 


to ſerve ou, 


FLORIA: 
E þ 


wh 


0 
* 
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I can't tell what Horia meant by ſaying, this 


was againſt her [nclination, where ſhe candidly 


requeſted the favour of informing me with her 
deſire: © Nay, fixes the time and place fo 
punctually, and vvith ſuch a Caution for Se- 
crefy, as you vvill fcarce hear of in a thouſand 
Iatreagues; eſpecially, when Floria was ſatis- 
fy'd, that my Friend Alexis was to be truſted, 


and depended upon, in regard he acted in her 


Intereſt equal vvith my own. © © | 


But breaking off here, 7 ſhall proceed to let 
you knovy, That 7 readily embrac'd this Invi- 
tation of my Horias, and as ſtrictly follovv'd 
her Precepts, vvith a due Obſervation both of 
Time and Place. I vvas at the Tavern before 
the Hour of Nine; vvhere time rowPd on in 
fuſpitious and fearful Apprehenſions; for 
certainly Fear is as natural to a Lover as a 
Coward, and *tis impoſlible, any Man can be 
fearfol, unleſs he be difpirited. Thus for vvant 
of any Company, I doz'd away the time, till 
I vvas releas'd from that Melancholy, and 
Conducted once more into the Company of 
my Floria. 


_ Novyy yvas the time, That [courted Fortune to 
ſecond my Reſolutions, having fully determin'd 
(vvithin my ſelf) to uſe all the Motives, that 
Love and Argument could ſupply me vvith to 
move Floria, and Hx her in my own Poſſeſſi- 
on, I vvas not inſenſible, that this vvas the moſt 
tickliſh Point to manage, and required an 
Empire of Reaſon to lay the Deſign, and cerry 
it 


53) - 


it on vvith Succeſs; For Virgins ( vvhether 
through Fear or Modeſty 7 ſhall not preſume to 
determin) generally. give Men the Trouble of 
tireſom Debates, and dalying Conferences be- 
fore they make one ſtep, vvhich may engage 
em beyond the Power of retreating : 7 gave 
her all the Aſſurances of faithful Love, and 
urg d the almoſt innumerable and tediousHours 
vvhich had paſs'd,fince ſhe promis'd to be mine 
That even according to the Laws of Reaſen and 
Nature, *tvvas deem'd Injuſtice in the largeſt 
Senſe to deprive a Perſon of the Poſſeſſion of 
his Property. Then 1 made a ſmall Repe- 
tition of the Abuſes I had received both from 
her Mother and Hortarius, vvhich 7 had 
eaſily eſcapd, had 7 not ſubmitted to 
er Will, and acted by her Diredions: 1 
vas perfectly unskill'd ia the Rudiments of 
eerſvyaſion , but that Defect vvas ſupply'd by 
vhat my Love dictated to me, and vyhen 7 ſol- 
cited her for her leave to procure ſuch neceſ» 
ry Utenfils as are convenient, and required in 
Vuptial Ceremonies : Floria faintly mov'd for 
| Demurrer, and bluſhing told me, 7 had no 
aſon ro be fo haſty, vvith other delatory Ar- 
ments; but my Love back'd my Reſolution, 
d being prepar'd for this Attack, ſhe gave 
> a direct Size for her Ring, and granted 
her leave to take out a Licenſe for Marri- 


By 


dle Paſſion may be apt to grow cold and loſe 


joys in the Converſe of a Woman he adores, w ; 
Aiſturb'd by a great Misfortune brought ups 
me by one of the Night- guard of our famou 


„ * 
T 7 
5 
FAS 
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By this time 1 heard a Neighbouring Clock 
ſtrike One, pet ſince night hitherto had 
deen ſpent in nothing but Importunity and 
Solieitation, I could not without regret think 
of parting, till 1 had given Aſſurances to 


my Horia, how ſenſible Twas of the encreaſe 
of my Felicity, occaſion'd by her Condeſcenſi- 


on, tho ſne might eaſily diſcover my Satis- 
faction; for the Tranſport was as viſible as my 
Love, which grew perfect, as the Charmer di- 


Fribured her Favours; after which I thought 


it proper to ſeparate, for fear of clogging my 


- Noria vvith thoſe uſual Repetitions a Captiva. 
red Senſe” is frequently guilty of: And as it 


has been aſſerted, that the moſt ſacred things} 
may become to loſe ſome part of their Efficaf{ |, 
ey by an immoderate uſe of em, ſo that No | 

I 


the Flame it boaſts of by an undue or untimel) 


Application on either ſide: Therefore 1 tool þ 
my leave of my Hloris. But the Joy and Pleaff „ 
fare, which conſequentially ſucceeds the uning - 


terrupted Satisfaction, That a true Lover en 


City of London; who (for vvant of a Coac| 
that moſt excellent Conveniency the Town a 
fords) 1 was obliged to make uſe of to condi 
me to my Lodgings. The Watchman upc 
my Agreement to hisDemand lighted me vet 
near a Mile, where ſeveral of the ſame Ord 
vvere carouſing in a Cellar, he ſtopt about ty 
Minutes, but J had not ſo quick a gueſs to 


i 39 / th 


1 in any Danger; vve hat not PRE? 3 
gy 10 500 yards further, ere I was aſſaulted by 
tweRuffians, and my honeſt Conductor joyn- 


ed vvith 'em in the Re- encounter, they knock d 


down twice, but hy Accident getting my 
Sers rd into my hand, I made way for my De 
liverance, and by the Aſſiſtance pf a go old 
Woman and her Crutch, 1 got to the Bags, 
vvhere 7 vvas let Blood, and ſtaid till a 
eight a Clock the next Day: A ſoon as I was 
tollerably vvell of Bruiſes, 7 procur'd the 
Ring and Licenſe, and the Sunday following 


(at the old quoted hour of Ten) I vvas in Ex. 


pectation of another Interview vvith my Florze, 
and attended at the Tavern, but no Meſſenger 
came; ſo at Midnight | return'd homeward : 

1 made it a Punctilio to keep my Word; for 
nothing can be a more ſenſible Aﬀeont to a 


Woman, than a ſeeming Neglect, and to 
fail in an Appointment can't be conſtrued 


other than a flight. Suppoſition upon Suppo- 
ſition vvere employed to hammer out, or gueſs 
at, the reaſon of my being diſappointed, vvhen 
in a Days time 1 vvas ſatisfyed , That Floria 
had acted that Part of Deception, vvhich vvas 


uſually managed by the Servant, viz. To lock 


ths Doop, vvith the Bolt out of the Staple,and 
to carry the Key ey up to her Guardians, vvhich 
gave em a reaſonable Opportunity of mov- 
ing towards a Diſcovery 07 vvhat they really 
ſuſpected before; therefore as *twas eaſy to 
— * the matter prove it ſelf, the Door was 
found open 5 Which caus 4 them to carry a 
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ſtriker hand, and a more vvatchful eye over 
Horia than before they ſeem'd to do. When 7 


found hovy Matters vvere poſited , J ſent a 
might em a proper time to knovy vvhen 7 


might ſee my Eleria, and, ſuppoſing her to be 
deſtitute of Pen and Ink, ſent therevvith' my 
Pencil, vvhich 7 thought might perform the 

of a Peñ in a vvilling hand, and accord- 
ingly, J received a Letter wrote therevvith in 
the follovring Words. bo 


F'% 
A 


(41) 
818, 


Know no more how to order this Afair, 
1 than the Pope does ; as for my ſee- 
ing you, I can ſet 4 time, my Confiuement 
is fo great ; but to motrow Morning, if 
I can poſſible lee you 1 will, It will be 
with . ſo much fear, that T had rather let it 
alone a thouſand times : You are very of- 
ten pleas d to tell me of my being too 
eaſy to be work' d upon, you ſhall never 
find me ſo to your Prejudice for what 
T teld my Siſter, 3s no more than one Siſter 


will tell another, which is from your Con- 


fag d, 
FLORIA. 
G Upon 


(42) 


Upon the Receipt of this, I was oblig'd to 


entertain a Diſlike of that Cruelty, which Peo- 
ple generally exerciſe upon ſuch as are put un- 
der their charge,upon theſe Occaſions, making 


their Habitations a perfect Deſart, a Nurſe- 


ry of Inquietudes, and at the ſame time, deny- 
ing a Man the Liberty of Reproach ; for had 1 
ſo much as mov'd, that Motion cou'd not have 
miſs'd interrupting and deſtroying her Peace, 
and baniſhing my own Quiet: So I was reſol- 
ved to confive my Paſſion in a Mediocrity, and 
where Power would in ſpite of Fate be hurt- 
ful, lay it aſide and uſe Policy. The next 
Morning by the hour of Five, I was under her 
Chamber Window, and gazed with ſuch eager 
and wiſhful Expectation, as a Merchant at the 


Arrival of a Prize of the greateſt Importance to 


him. But the God of Sleep was more. power- 
ful than the God of Love. So! thought ſit to 
enter the Houſe, and ſend up a Meſlage, upon 
which in a ſmall time, ſhe came down to me, 
I ſhew'd her the Licence, and mov'd that the 
Day might be fixt upon to put it in Executi- 
on. 


In 


(43) 


In Abr to n Fo. 
ria ſaid; 


= what makes you fo un- 
4 Mb. cap, you have no Reaſon to be ſo 


Precipitate in this Aﬀair, for I will never 


Marry any body but your ſelf, and matters 
may fall out much better than you ex- 
g pect, in a little time; ſo pray reſt ſatis- 
| fyd at preſent, and you ſhall hear from 
me in two or three days. Here Sir we 
parted 3 and I ſhall likewiſe break oft, 
this being the ſecond Part of my In: 


treague. 


G 2 gave 
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Upon the Receipt of this, I was oblig'd to 
entertain a Diſlike of that Cruelty, which Peo- 
ple generally exerciſe upon ſuch as are put un- 
der their charge,upon theſe Occaſions, making 
their Habitations a perfect Deſart, a Nurſe- 


ry of Inquietudes, and at the ſame time, deny- 


ing a Man the Liberty of Reproach; for had 1 
ſo much as mov'd, that Motion cou'd not have 
miſs'd interrupting and deſtroying her Peace, 


and baniſhing my own Quiet: So I was reſol- 


ved to confive my Paſſion in a Mediocrity, and 
where Power would in ſpite of Fate be hurt- 


ful, lay it aſide and uſe Policy. The next 


Morning by the hour of Five, I was under her 
Chamber Window, and gazed with ſuch eager 
and wiſhful ExpeQation, as a Merchant at the 
Arrival of a Prize of the greateſt Importance to 
him. But the God of Sleep was more. power- 
ful than the God of Love. So thought fit to 
enter the Houſe, and fend up a Meſlage, upon 
which in a ſmall time, ſhe came down to me, 
I ſhew'd her the Licence, and moy'd that the 
Day might be fixt upon to put it in Executi- 
o.. 


In 


60% 


In Auer to which Fl. 
l aid; 


\ Mintor ; what makes you ſo un 
. cap, you have no Reaſon to be ſo 


Precipitate in this Affair, for J will never 


Marry any body but your ſelf, and matters 


may fall out much better than you ex- 


pect, in a little time; ſo pray reſt ſatis- 


fyd at preſent, and you ſhall hear from 


me in two or three days. Here Sir We 


parted 5 and I ſhall likewiſe break oft, 
this being the ſecond Part of my In: 
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1 gave my ſelf up wholly to theſe Directi- 


ons of my Floria, tho? I had Entertain'd a rea- 


fonable Opinion within my ſelf, that they were 
all of a piece as inſecure and ill laid, as her 
former Advices, which not only threw the 
Mother into the Vapours, but put HFortarius 


upon Actions unbecoming a Man of Cha- 
taQer and Honeſty, which in ſpight of that 


Pride they are Foſſeſt of, were equally regnant 


and prevailing. But not to hold you here, no 


Letter cams from Florza in four days. time, 
therefore I wrote to her, but ſhe return'd mine 


without opening it; this put me, upon a pitch 


of thinking, which grew ſo ſtrong by degrees, 
that it prov'd a hard. task to diſunite and diſ- 


intangle that Complicated Plague which at- 


tended the return of my Letter, l thought *twas 
now time to dive into the reaſon of her care- 


leſoneſs and ingratitude, yet 1 reſoly'd to avoid 


heat, ſuppoling this could proceed from no- 
thing but ſome Whim, which might effect her 


Brain, and prompt her to make an Experi- 
ment upon me, tho? when 1 came to recollect 
my ſelf, I could not believe ſſie could be fo 
great a Stranger. to her Senſes , to impoſe ſo 


incongruous, incoherent and ridiculous an Ar- 
tifice upon me, with a deſign it ſhould take 


Place; but if ſhe did, and deſign'd it, ſo, it is 
(in my Opinion) but a very ſlender and weak 


evidence of her honeſty and diſcretion , be- 


: y cauſe the very proceeding diſcovers ſo much 
ok Craft and Deſign, that a Woman of the 
leaſt reaſon muſt think her ſelf laid open to 


the reflections of injur'd Love and bafiled Af- 
FE NR fection. 


450 
ART For it des the Perſon ſo Bus: 6. 
feftion, . For it argues the Perſon ſo abus d, to 


be the meereſt Novice and the moſt abject Tool 
upon Ear th, it, he ſhould Want Spirit to exert 
is right, or be ſo remiſs and diſingenious to 
Hifnſelf, to ſuffer a People mean in their Prin- 
ciples, unfair and abuſive in their Language, 


ons, to triumph and inſult, after being guilty 
of the moſt ungenerous Acts, without juſtly 


. " = 
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But to waye this Digreſſion, *twas not long 


rEligioully petfiraded Horia, to make a folemn 
775 break her former Promiſes to me, and 
Horia who (together with the advantage of a 
bod ſtock) wanted neither Sk nor Prattiee, 


Sq +t:. 


- WILHOU the bien et. Furt any body, 
who had any Power to diſpoſe of her. The 


Mother 
Whoſe 


whoſe Brains had been at work all the time of 
her Abſence, had a Maggot took her to come 
and ſee her in her retirement: And propos d, 
that Heri ſhould vow. to diſſert me, after 
which ſhe-ſhquld come home, be us'd with a 


. 


Hacker Rein, and have her $ ll of Liber ty; 
and a certain Gentleman ſhould be introduced 
to Court her, who had a GOOD ESTATE. 
Floriæ upon this Mercenary Propoſition, righ- | 
teouſly made her Vows to be baſe and disho- |} | 
nourable, to a Perſon ſhe had drawn in, and , 
-bewitch'd with her practical Alurements and F 
 Fnſidnous Invitations , and by the leave of her / 

Lt 

le 


yielding Conſcience, quitted all former En- 
gagements to me, for the Poſſeſſion of an Ima- 

Einary Joynture in MNubibus; for the very 
Gentleman the Mother fixt upon ; was never 

invited but once, and then he fairly refus'd the 

Offer, being a Perſon of too much Weight and 
Management to be undermin'd and trick't, by | 

the fallacious Aſſurances, - frothy Vaunts, and 

ty Promiſes of any Body: And any Woman 

alive who could reaſonably expect the Cha- n 

racters of Fertuous and Honeſt, would upon If, 
1 ſuch a Propoſal have frankly confeſs'd, how 
far ſhe had been. engaged; eſpectally , ſince 

Ftoriadid not want Senſe, nor the beſt of Rea- 

ſons to have laid the whole, blame upon Hor - 

tarius and her Mother, for recommending me 

to her, and giving me ſo unlimited a Power; 

but that great Eſtate was prevalent and At- 

tractive, tho never to be catch t. | 


A Week 


. 


: WF. 

A Week had not paſe'd after Horia was 
tranſpl ant ed into her Pr ſtine Habitation, ere 1 
met her and paid my Reſpects to her, and (in 
the kindeſt manner) with ſeriouſneſs and con- 
cern beg'd ſhe would give me a Reaſon, why 


my laſt Letter was not as acceptable to her as 
thoſe 1 had ſent before ſhe bad 16 firmly en- 


gag'd her ſelf to me; all the Anſwer ſhe gave 


me, was, that ſhe durſt not receive any more 
Letters, and deſired me (if I had any Love or 


reſpect for her) to avoid being ſeen with her in 


o 


confin'd. I. was afraid of expoſing her to the 
Lest hazard, tho! fhe ſcem'd to have ten times 
more Liberty than before was uſually allow'd 


pany but my' felf, 1 vsd ſeveral Oppor- 
tunities aud Aenne to come to a Conference 
with her, but perceiv'd 2 vaſt Coldneſs and 


no other than the ſame Anſwer renew'd, and 
appointed ſeveral times of meeting me, bat as 


o 7 OT. 


put me upon a new Method of Proceeding in 
order to correct her Errour, for by the ex- 
Fraordinary Liberty allow'd her, and the pub- 
= Wick freedom ſhe gave other People, of Con- 
& erſing with her, I had almoſt a demonſtra- 


> ſive Proof, that Horia had commenc'd ſome © 


* 


- Mew Intreague; therefore I thought it hig! 
ime to give Hortarius a juſt and impartial 


\ccount of the whole matter, which you have 
the ſecond part of this Letter; but before I 


ek would 


Publick, and ] ſhould ſee her elſewbere; becauſe, 
ſhoutd it be diſcover d, ſhe was - ſure to be again 


her, and every Man was welcome to her Com- 


Inconſtancy in her, and for five Weeks I had 


Loft ſhe ſurely faiPd and diſappointed me, which 


* # 7F 

Rs. 

would proceed... 1 told Neria, that, ſince 
ſhe had been ſo unkind to refuſe my laſt 
Letter, and ſo Inconſiderate, Unjuſt and Un- 
grateful to perſiſt in her Revolt, it would 
11 prove of laſting ill Conſequence to her ſelf, 
1 and a diſgrace to the Family, Horia was, un- 
wy caſy under the Apprehenſions of her Father's 
I coming to the knowledge, of the freedoms ſhe 
7 had given me under her Confinemeat, . and 
1 beg d I would forbear writing to her Father, and 
11 ſhe would without fail give me the meeting the 
"'! Sunday following; but I found ſhe never meant 


4 to perform any Promiſes ſhe had made, 1 had 

1 much ado to contain my ſelf; for I was quite 

0 tired with this ſhuffling Retraction, but the 

1 next time I met her, I found her loſt to all In- 
tt tents and Purpoſes, being deſtitute of the leaſt | 
(4) | Dram of Moral Civility; for Foria diſcover'd | 

Ir alittle of the Mother's Spirit, and her courſ- # - 
Ml terfeited Meekneſs and Sweetneſs of Temper, 

4 was turn d into its Native Bluſter and Bra- þ/ 
At 
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She told me, 


| Had put an inſu ferable Afron #þou 
ber, to aſſert that ſhe contriv 4 ways 


for me to write to her, and that it was as 


grand a Lye as ever was told, that I was 


pleas d to expreſs my Malice and Revenge 


zo the Purpoſe, to ſay, that I would make 


roms the whole Afait to her Father, that 
* ſhe gave me many Thanks for the Favour I 


was going to do her, which ſbould never 


. 


ſcare her into any Thing but what ſhe thought 


Proper and convenient for her Intereſt, , that 


7 might, for z lay i in my Power, leſſen her 
at Pleaſure „ but i if I would do her Juſtice, 
I could never boaſt of her Fondveſs te me, 


or being in Love with me, with a great deal 


Py 


more of the ſame, 


Now 


i ; 


1 1 
Now any body that reads her third Letter 
will (without much Perſwaſion) believe, that 
'twas by Floria's own Contrivance, that I not 
only wrote to her, but viſited her,and by Con- 
ſequence I was not fo great a Lyar as ſhe was 
pleas'd to call me: How FHloria could look 
upon it to be Malice and Revenge, to give 
her Father the moſt convincing Reaſons, to 
compleat what ſhe with ſo much Induſtry and 
Toil had brought to ſuch a Pitch, Ican't con- 
ceive; for it was certainly the moſt conducive 
Means, if her Honeſty had not run Counter to 
her Actions. Promiſes and Aſſurances, ſhe diſ- 
claims being /car'd. into any thing, but what 
may be proper for her Intereſt, which in plain 
Engliſh is as much as if ſhe had ſaid Do you 
rhink the 1 have made you never ſo many Promi- 
Jes, or Proteſtations, and haue been with yon at 
Midnight, and conſented to the taking out a Li- 
cenſe, that I'll be ſo great a Fool to marry yon, 
F. I can have any Man who has a better Fortune; 
no, you are miſtaken in me. And truly Sir (a- 
mong ſome ſort of Women) a large Settle- 
ment and a better Eſtate, is always thought a 
very good Juſtification of the higheſt Piece of 
Perfidiouſneſs ; a larger Eſtate diſſolving all 
prior Engagements, and that they ought not 
to keep their word; to their diſadvantage, as 
they call it: Thea Floria ſaid, if PN do her 
Juſtice I can't boaſt of her Fondneſs to me, 
or being in Love with me. Tho” any body 
who does not know her, muſt think ſhe ſpeaks 
in Riddlesand Paradoxes, for if you make a 
Retroſpectlon into the Letters, Paſſages and 
ho hee Ee SOS 


"© 51 T. 
| Iffterviews of this Amour, you muſt look upon 


this frank Acknowledgment, to declare her 
ſomething that wants a Name. 


But Floria had baffled and banter'd me thus 
for.7 Weeks, and by her Method 'of proceed- 
ing kept me under a perpetual Surprize, which 
made me grow weary and tir'd; z inſomuch, „that 
I now reſolved to try the laſt Effort, by lay- 
ing open our whole Proceedings to Hortarius, 

which I did with as much good Manners and 
Decency as my unactive Genius could direct 


me. 


I gave Floria notice of my Deſign eight Days 
veto and told her, that this was the time to 
ſhew her ſelfHoneſt, by confeſſing and declaring 
her Engagements, and expreſſing her Afeftion 
to me, and ſhe had room enough, had ſhe not 
wanted Gratitude and Inclination ; for a ſud- 


den Fit of Diſcontent well managed. has often 


extorted a Conſent from an Obſtinate Pa- 


rent, that never gave the leaſt Conſent for Ad- 
dreſs : but now the Mask was pull'd off; for 


when Hortarius had my Letter, and examin'd 


her, as to every Particular, ſhe inſtead of own- 
ing the truth, with a great deal of Aſſurance 


denyed the moſt material Matters of Fact, and 


the next Morning, as I take it, ! receiv'd two. 


Letters under one Cover, one from Hortarius, 


and the other from Horia, but they were com- 


poſed of ſuch indecent and unmannerly 
Stuff, that it would taint my Letter to inſert 
em; : ſo1 immediately wrote a few Lines in 


H 2 | Anſwer 


. = 
Anſwer to each, and tranſmitted 'em in the 
ſame Order; but Horia intercepted them, and 
ſent them hack by Penuy Poſt. Three Days 
after this 1 received a meſſage, that Floria de 
ſired to ſpeak with me at twelve a Clock the 
ſame Day, at her Father's Houſe; I could not 
* tell what Concluſion to draw from this, and 
1 was indifferent, whether I ſhould believe the 
x _ Meſſenger, till he told me he receiv'd his Er- 
rand from a Servant of Hortariuss, I was yet 
! | very willing to be reconcil'd to her, upon the 
| 8 leaſt Promiſe of her Sincerity and Conſtancy; 
4 tor there is nothing ſure more pleaſant than 
the Reconciliation of real Lovers, ſmall Jarrs, 


1 and Miſtakes being often neceſſary to quicken 
1 1 a languiſhing Affection. Acordingly at the 
14 appointed hour, Horia had plac'd the Servant 


ready for my Admittance, and | found her all 
alone, and enquiring into the Cauſe of my be- 
ing ſeat for, ſhe began very cleanly and artifi- 
.. cially to make her Apology, for being ſo rude in 
"1-108 her laſt to me, aſſuring me that twas a Parental 
4% Conſtraint upon her, contrary to her natural Incli- 
nations, and told me, ſhe had been much concern d 
about it, ſhe likewiſe complained much of the ri- 
gour of our Stars, and the want of Poilcy in our 
Hanagement; notwithſtanding it was all her 
own Projection from the time of her Promiſe, 


Floria beg ed. I would not expoſe and ruin her, 
but havg alittle Patience, and deſired I would burn 
her Letters. I told her, it muſt be her own fault it 
ever they come to the Eye of the World, aud 6 
L hop'd ſhe thought em very ſafe in the ſame l 
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hands ſhe had repos'd her heart; far, notwith- 
ſtanding all that happen'd, I heartily laid aſide 


all Prejudice, and had as great Value and Re- 


ſpect for her asever ; but ſince the Amour had 


been turn'd topſey torvy ſo oft, and ſhe had fo 
many Revolutions in her Temper, I thought it 
proper that ſhe ſhould renew her Promiſes to 
me before Witneſs, the next Opportunity we 
ſhould have of Meeting together; and before 


our parting , ſhe gave further Aſſurances of 


her Conſtancy , tho” at the ſame time ſhe was 


carrying on another Intreague unknown to me; 
for not many days after 1 met Horia and a 


Gentlewoman with her, when ſhe refus'd my 


accompanying her, and rejected every Offer of 
Friendſhip. I ſpent my Thoughts ſome time 
upon this Rudeneſs and Diſreſpect, at length 


I told her, if her Reaſon and Juſtice. was both 
debauch'd, *twas my buſineſs to lye in the way 
in order to reinſtate her, and ſecure her Repu- 
tation, for if ſhe play'd faſt and looſe at this rate, 


I ſhall never know what to make of her. fo I 


deſired ſhe would once for all tell me plainly 


and freely what ſhe deſign'd to do, but inſtead of 


giving me any Anſwer, ſhe propos'd the Mat- 


ter to berefer'd to the Gentlewoman that was 


with her, and as I had not ſtood out upon any 


Propoſal of Floria's before, and finding the 


Lady ſhe put as a Referee, to be a Perſon of 


I diſcerning Senſe and ſolid Reaſon, I was re- 
# folv'd to purſue the Matter to the utmoſt, tho? 


I plainly ſaw what ſhe was driving at, for the 


Contrivance was all her own, and nothing of 


Moment has been acted in that Family for ſome 


_ Years, 


ea _ ib HS 


- 
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terwards, unfolded the whole Story to her, 
ift ſhe had acted Floria's Part to any body, ſhe 


in Honour, that it had not been in her Power 


. of the Manners and Gentility that Family boaſts 


of her Dalliances, and being poſſeſsd with a 
-Confidence that ſhe never meant any thing but 
triel and deceit; ſo when ſhe found | was bent 


Years ; but of meer Neceſſity the Umpirage has 
been repos d in her. _ WA. 60 
But (Sir) the Plot was thus, I was to be 

JulFd and amus'd by Floria, till Hortarius and 

his Conſorts could manage a Point to their ad- 
vantage, and then I was to be left in the lurell. 
In the mean time, I ſent a Letter to the Gentle- 
woman before mentioned, who at that time 
lay at Horia's Fathers, I gave a ſpecial Meſſen- 
ger a Charge: therewith, and got another to 
Superſcribe it,fearing it might fall into wrong 
hands; this Letter was taken in by Horia her 


ſelf, who inſtead of delivering of it as it was 


directed to her Confident , very genteely com- 
municated it to her Mother, and the Letter was 
broke open by them and read, you may Con- 
jecture what attended Floria, who in diving 
Into other People's Secrets, diſcover'd her own 
to her Mother: This is one particular Inſtance 


of. 


I ſeeing the Gentlewoman about a Week afe 


and upon the Reſult ſhe frankly told me, that 
ſhould have belicv'd herſelf ſo much engag'd 


to have receded. After which 1preſsd Florie 
for her final Anſwer, plainly ſeeing the end 


upon 
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upon it, and reſol wd to be releas'd from the 


Plague of Dependance, ſhe boldly appear in 
her proper Colours, and after thirteen Weeks 


Shuffling, fince the Licenſe was taken out, ſhe 

youchſafd to let me know, that ſhe would not 

have me Trouble my ſelf , for all I could do 
ſhould have no effect. | 


This (Sir) ĩs not ſo full as I could have 
wiſh'd it, but ſomething muſt be omitted, leaſt 


to the better part of my Friends ! ſhould ap- 
pear vain; tho* I have ſince been informd 
more than once, that I have wrought a great 
Deliverance for my ſelf , by being quit of the 


Breed. and from henceforth, I ſhall entertain 


an indifferent Opinion of the Family, and ne- 
ver think any of 'em worthy of the leaſt Ci- 
vility, which is due to People of Reputation 
and Honeſty. And now Sir, 1 refer it to your 


ſelf, whether you don't think attending upon 


adeſigning giddy Woman only at times of 
Leiſure, a very full Employment, tho' I don't 


mean hereby to juſtify my Neglect of ſo good 


a Friend, yet | have ſome faint Hopes, that this 
Breachof Friendſhip to a Gentleman that I 
am proud to be call d his Bo. 
740 ſt humble Servant 
. AMINTOR. 
Weſtminſter 
December 11th 1705. 
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